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diminishing and how their status, independence and values are being eroded. From Thatcher's boost of the
mortgage market in 1980 to the move from regional to centralised institutions; from the collapse of Barings
Bank to the 1986 Big Bang, 'Broke' examines the key moments in recent history that threatened the middle-
class way of life. What he discovers is that the triumphs of the middle classes have been just as influential in
their undoing as their disasters.
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