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0.7in.Cancer, with a fifty percent chance of being dead in 15 to 36 months. That was the news that | got in
October of 2006, and | was only 53 years old. Over just a few days, | went from speed-of-light active to zero. My
career as a pediatrician ended three days after | realized | was ill. After the initial shock of hearing the diagnosis
and likelihood of survival, my thoughts all turned to my family. Was everything organized enough for my wife
to take over my family jobs Would we have any money now, since | had no job Would | be alive to see my
youngest daughter graduate from college What would my oldest daughter do in New York City, where she was
just beginning her first job after college Had | told everybody all the things | had always meant to tell them
Would | be able to get all my lists done before | diedl survived two different regimens of chemotherapy, and
attended the graduation one week after the final treatment. My organizational skills were legend, and my wife
was set to take over. Money would be okay. My lists were completed. My New York daughter quit her job and
moved back, into a teaching job that had just opened. | had an autologous stem-cell bone marrow transplant,
my only chance of survival, in August of 2007. About a month after my transplant, my daughters came to
babysit for me. | could not be left alone, since | could not care for myself. While they were there, | realized that,
although I had told them all the things | had meant to say, they would probably forget all the stories ...
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