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BiblioGov. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 26 pages. Dimensions:
9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.GAO was asked to provide testimony about the effectiveness and reliability of the State
Departments Office of Inspector General (State IG). We focused on the independence of the State IG, the use of
inspections instead of audits to provide oversight of the department, and the effectiveness of the IGs
investigative function. The testimony is based primarily on our March 2007 report, Inspectors General: Activities
of the Department of State Office of Inspector General (GAO-07-138). The effectiveness of the oversight provided
by the State IG is limited by (1) a lack of resources, (2) structural independence issues, (3) gaps in audit
coverage, and (4) the lack of assurance that the department obtains independent IG investigations. These
limitations serve to reduce the credibility and oversight provided by the State IG. From fiscal years 2001 through
2006, the State Departments budgets have increased from 13. 7 billion to about 24 billion, an increase of almost
75 percent (or 55 percent in constant dollars adjusted for inflation) in order to manage an expanding role in the
global war on terrorism. During this same period, the State IGs budget increased from 29 million to 31 million,
which when adjusted for inflation is a decrease of about 6 percent in constant dollars. In addition, of the 318
authorized staff in the State IGs fiscal year 2006 budget, the actual onboard staff averaged 182, or about 57
percent of the authorized level and about 20 percent less than in fiscal year 2001. We continue to identify
concerns regarding the independence of the State IG that are similar to concerns we reported almost three
decades ago. Independence is critical to the quality and credibility of all the work of...
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