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original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1993 Excerpt: . . . and terraces of
the St. Croix, Mississippi, and Minnesota river valleys where they converge in what is now the Minneapolis-St.
Paul metropolitan area. Only five of the 21 documented sites are known to survive. Distribution of the species is
limited to a discrete habitat type that is regionally uncommon and frequently exploited. Because of these
geographical and ecological restrictions, the kitten-tail has always been uncommon. However, it has recently
suffered a significant decline because of habitat loss, and its survival is a matter of immediate concern. Habitat
threats include gravel mining, limestone quarrying, landfills, and industrial development. The kitten-tail plant
prefers the gravelly soils of dry prairies, bluffs, and high-lime prairies commonly found along major river
valleys. Recent records of Hills thistle (Cirsium hillii) in Minnesota indicate it is not nearly as common as it once
was. This decline appears to be widespread due to the general loss of habitat that resulted from the conversion
of prairies to agricultural production. The Minnesota populations are largely restricted to the transition zone
between the major forest and prairie biomes. Populations are typically small and remote but are apparently
stable where their habitat is protected. Hills thistle typically prefers dry, sandy, or gravelly soil in prairies,
savannas, and open woods. Ginseng (Panax quinquefolium) is a woodland herb native to mesic forests in
eastern North America. Commercial exploitation has resulted in numerous local extirpations and a contraction
of range. The fragmented condition of forest habitat may prohibit the natural reestablishment of this species in
heavily...
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