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Excerpt: .a spurious writing, known as the Gospel of Truth
(Iren. III. 11:9). The Valentinian account of the last things is
decidedly original. On the last day Acamoth enters Pleroma
and the Demiurge moves from the celestial Hebdomad into the
chamber vacated by his mother. Human beings will have to
pass through the same stages, until they reach their final goal,
except the wicked, who are annihilated. Though the flesh of the
righteous is not saved, yet their souls are saved and are
conveyed to the middle regions, where the Demiurge now
dwells. Into the Pleroma nothing of the animal nature is
admitted. There the souls put off everything except the
intellectual, and the intellectual spirits alone enter the Pleroma
(Tert., Against Valentinus 31; Iren. II. 29:3). The Ophites, another
sect, taught that at the crucifixion a spirit from above was sent
into Jesus, who raised...
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