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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .enthusiasm, sometimes satisfaction--always precious, always to be
desired. This highest gift of heaven, this gift which is good in God s sight, woman is peculiarly fitted to receive. If
the deep, abiding fountain of love in her heart is her greatest element of strength, then indeed she has a true
and vital spark of the divine life in a peculiar sense. It is her great task to interpret the divine spirit in terms of
every-day life. What countless men, the best of the world s leaders, have acknowledged their debt to their holy
mothers! There have always been men to speak with tongues, and there must always be women to interpret.
How close, then, to the source of all life must we women press, lest the light that is in us should turn to darkness!
It is because | believe with all my heart in the holiness of life, that | stand here to-day. | believe that women have
an increasingly important part to play in that life. With enlarged opportunities come increased responsibilities--
responsibilities as yet unadjusted to unaccustomed shoulders. It is to cast my mite into the treasury of the world
s experience that | come. Wellesley has always stood for the high and ideal things of life. It is because | believe in
divine life among men, in the direct and personal connection of each soul with its Maker, that | dare to take up
the great work you are commiting to my care....
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